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Coming January 11 to Ukiah, CA
A BIBLE PROPHECY SEMINAR Opening Night - Friday, January 11 - 6:30 p.m.

Why Is There So Much Suffering?

Don’t Miss this Opportunity of a Lifetime! Ukiah SDA Church - 1390 Laurel Ave
Ukiah, CA 95482
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By STEVE GEISSINGER
MediaNews 
Sacramento Bureau

SACRAMENTO -
California faces an estimated
$14 billion budget deficit, but
the state’s independent fiscal
watchdog has an answer: Trim
some of the tax loopholes,
which total $50 billion.

Simple idea. Difficult to
make happen.

Each of the hundreds of tax
breaks is important to some
interest group, political ana-
lysts said, and a few of those
loopholes are perceived
almost as a constitutional
right.

Nevertheless, Legislative
Analyst Elizabeth Hill’s rec-
ommendations on tax breaks,
which she says mostly benefit
the rich and corporations, are
drawing attention. She even
addressed the largest, seem-
ingly most untouchable tax
break: allowing homeowners
to deduct mortgage interest off
their state personal income
taxes.

Hill said in a report that the
deduction, which exceeds $5
billion a year, no longer serves
its intended purpose of encour-
aging home ownership. She
believes there are more target-

By MANDY FEDER
Lake County Record-Bee

MENDOCINO COUNTY - A vir-
tual Utopia for fans of the Wild West,
this spectacular sanctuary is home to
63 majestic Bison and five humans on
approximately 1,000 acres.

J Bar S Ranch is perched on
Highway 20 just west of the Lake
County line. Though modest from the
roadway, beyond the gated entrance is
a western wonderland. 

“I’ve kind of got it made,” Jim
Lawson, owner of the ranch admits
from his home on Buffalo Road, sur-
rounded by the beauty of the beasts. 

People shuffle in and out of the
small store all day, buying Bison
products such as New York steaks,
Rib-eye, Tri-tip, hamburger and hot-

dogs.
A large fur hangs from the wall

over the cash register, across from
leather vests hanging above Buffalo
cookbooks. The grounds, the store,
the animals are kept immaculate.
Lawson doesn't believe in doing any-
thing unless he does it with perfec-
tion. He was born and raised on
ranches and originally hails from
Texas, a place he says is “a great
place to be from.” He loves living in
Mendocino County and says he's been
all over the world and wouldn't want
to live anywhere else. 

The ranch boasts wedding venue
with a private lake overlooking the
mountains. Recently Chef Emeril
Lagasse visited as a feature on prepar-
ing Buffalo meat. Bison are not sim-

ply grand, prehistoric looking animals
that lend to the landscape. Nutritional
comparisons provided by the FDA
reveal that Bison North American
Buffalo, is lower in fat, calories and
cholesterol than beef, pork, chicken
and salmon. It is also higher in iron,
protein and vitamin B-12. The meat is
processed and packaged in Lewiston,
Utah where it is USDA stamped.
According to the FDA, “the meat
from Bison is a highly nutrient dense
food because of the proportion of pro-
tein, fat, mineral, and fatty acids to its
caloric value.”

Some area shops and restaurants
are sold on the taste and benefits of
Bison. The Blue Bird Café in

By STEVEN HARMON
MediaNews 
Sacramento Bureau

SACRAMENTO - If you
thought last year at the
Capitol was ugly, wait till this
year.

2 0 0 7
was a year
of unful-
f i l l e d
e x p e c t a -
tions, dur-
ing which
l a w m a k -
ers failed
to produce
hoped-for
reform in
h e a l t h

care, water storage and politi-
cal behavior. And the
prospects are strong for even
more legislative paralysis and
partisan sniping in 2008, with
lawmakers and Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger focused on
digging out of a projected $14
billion budget hole.

Forget the once-promised
Year of Education Reform,
political analysts say. The big
ideas that Schwarzenegger
wanted to chisel into his lega-
cy may be out for next year,

a l o n g
with any
other pro-
p o s a l s
that come
with price
tags.

“It will
be the
year of
l o w
e x p e c t a -

tions,” said Garry South, a
Democratic consultant who
served under former Gov.
Gray Davis. “And those prob-
ably won’t even be met.”

That doesn’t mean the
Capitol will be a dull place.
Democrats are already grum-
bling about
Schwarzenegger’s announced
plans to slice 10 percent off of
every state agency’s budget,
and are saying it’s time to
start thinking about increas-
ing taxes. Republicans,
emboldened by the power

Taking
aim at
loopholes

Capitol report
from the 

Sacramento Bureau

A difficult 
year looming

A home where the buffalo roam - right here

Lakeport Record-Bee

The bison at the “Buffalo Ranch” along Highway 20.

See TAXES, Page 14

See BUFFALO, Page 14

HOW WE  HEAT IN WINTER

Sarah Baldik/The Daily Journal

Jake Rajowski, assistant manager at E.R. Energy in Ukiah, discusses environmental standards on
wood burning and pellet burning stoves. A county regulation requires all wood burning stoves and
appliances installed in residential and commercial developments to meet U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency certification standards.

By BEN BROWN
The Daily Journal

Many people in the county may
have gathered around a roaring fire
this year, but increasingly those fires
are burning wood pellets, not pine
logs, following implementation of a
new regulation by the Mendocino
County Air Quality Management
District.

The regulation, which passed in
December of 2006 but didn’t go into
effect until May, bans the installation
of wood burning stoves unless they
are certified by the Environmental
Protection Agency. 

Homeowners can also install EPA
certified pellet stoves or inserts for
their open fireplaces.

The regulation does not outlaw old
wood burning stoves that were
installed before the regulation was in
place, but it does require that older
stoves be replaced with new ones as
they wear out.

“You can’t replace an old stove
with an old stove,” said Chris Brown,

Air Quality executive officer.
Winter time in the Ukiah Valley is

when most residents notice the effect
of wood smoke as there is often a
general haze over the valley where
smoke collects on cold mornings.

Brown said most of the wood
stove enforcement has been handled
by the county planning department
which ensures that new homes and
subdivisions are not being designed
to include non-certified fireplaces,
but Brown said Air Quality does its
fair share.

“We go out and poke around,” he
said. “We look at labels.”

So far, Brown said there haven’t
been too many problems enforcing
the new regulation, although there
has been some confusion among
builders who were not sure if it
applied to them.

The regulation only applies to
stoves changed out after May and to
projects that obtained building per-
mits after that month.

Brown said Air Quality has also

run into some stoves that burn fuel
not covered by the regulation. In one
instance, a store in Ukiah was found
to be selling stoves that burn corn.

“We’re not sure where that fits
in,” Brown said. “We haven’t made a
final decision.”

Jake Rajnowski, assistant manager
at ER Energy, said the store has been
selling EPA certified stoves since
2004 and that he has not noticed a
significant change in sales due to the
regulation.

He said ER Energy sells some-
where between 15 and 25 pellet
stoves a month. Mostly to people
who are replacing older pellet stoves
or replacing wood-burning stoves
that have worn out.

“They want an alternative heat
source to central heating,” Rajnowski
explained.

The stoves burn compressed pel-
lets made from mill ends and other
scrap lumber that might otherwise be
thrown away.

Ben Brown can be reached at
udjbb@pacific.net

First winter for new wood stove regs
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BUFFALO

Buffalo, buffalo, where for art thou buffalo? 
Well in the state of  California, specifically in 
Mendocino County, J Bar S Ranch has bison. 
“The real term used by ranchers and people 
in the business is bison,” said Jim Lawson 
owner of  J bar S Ranch. “People outside of  
the business usually call them buffalo.” Buffalo 
are bison and bison are buffalo to erase any 
confusion.

Lawson bought his first piece of  land off  of  
Highway 20 in 1966 and now owns about 
1,00 (1 acres for his ranch. He was in the 
construction business and commuted from 
San Jose to build his ranch and home here in 
Ukiah. “I am a country boy at heart and my 
I dream was to have a: ranch,” Lawson said.

Lawson started his bison business in 1986. 
“We started with a cow, calf  and a
bull. Then we got up to 10 head, then we got 
to 20 then we eventually got to 100 and that 
was a little too much for the ranch.” He only 
herds buffalo and has between 75 to 80 head 
on his ranch which keep him and his five other 
ranch hands busy. “We take a tremendous 
amount of  pride in this ranch and our bison,” 
he said.

Buffalo are wild animals and can range from 
a 2,200 pound bull to a mature cow of  1800 
pounds so you want to give them their space 
because they are very strong animals. “You 
don’t really herd bison,” Lawson said. “You 
just get behind them and try and steer them in 
the direction you want to go. They are usually 
pretty docile animals but they aren’t pets.”

J Bar S’ Ranch offers many things to people 
interested in buffalo or their biproducts  “We 
have tours of  the ranch.” Lawson said. “We 
have a vehicle called the Tatonka Wagon that 
fits about 10 people in it and Totonka is the 
Sioux word for buffalo. We take them right 
into the herds and it usually lasts about two 
hours.” Lawson also has a lake on the ranch 
that has events like marriages and has gotten 
well known throughout the area. “It’s nice 
to be well known and have people use your 
ranch as a landmark.”

J Bar S Ranch also has a store where you can 

find anything bison. “We just got into the 
meat business about three years ago and just 
recently opened the Bison Store five days a 
week,” Lawson said. “You can find anything 
from fine buffalo meat to robes and skins. 
Anything you want with buffalo we can get.” 
J Bar S Ranch is the largest producer in the 
state of  California and tries to take care of  the 
buffalo best as possible. “We probably have 
some of  the finest handling facilities in the 
business,” Lawson said. “The American bison 
is as American and majestic as you can get.” 

Buffalo is a much leaner meat than beef  of  
chicken and is a healthy alternative to both 
“Bison is lower in cholesterol, fat and calories 
than most any other meal” Lawson said. 
Lawson was originally born in Texas but loves 
his ranch and home in Ukiah. “I love the 
ranch and Mendocino county.” The Bison 
Store on J Bar S ,Ranch is open Tuesday 
through Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It’s 
located at 6201 Highway 20 in Ukiah and can 
be reached at 4856852.

Also for more information about bison visit 
www.bisoncentral.com.

By JAMES ARENS

Contact James Arens at
udjja@pacijic.net


